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Capital News! 

Membership Brunch 
By Mary L. Castro-Wilson, Membership Chair 

This year’s annual (2017) Fall Membership Brunch 
will be held at the beautiful Governor’s Mansion 
(Larry Ruvo- “Nevada” Room) in Carson City from 
10:00 am until noon.  The address of the mansion is 
606 Mountain 
Street  Carson 
City. Our board 

members will be providing us with a buffet 
filled with an array of delectable de-
lights.  Please join us for a delicious 
brunch.  You are encouraged to bring any 
guests who support our AAUW mission of 
advocating for women and girls.  This is a 
great time to greet friends and to make new 
ones.  This is the time to learn about our 
chapter and national plans for the upcoming 
year and how you are able to participate.  All 
of us look forward to seeing you in Septem-
ber! 
 
Evites were sent out on August 20, 2017. I hope 
you all received one.  Please let me know if you did 
not.  I am more than happy to send you an additional one.  Due to seating and 

food, please let me know how many guests you will 
be bringing by Saturday, September 2, 2017.   
 
The Governor’s Mansion staff has asked me to re-
mind you that parking is available on both Mountain 
Street and Robinson Street for this event.  Only 
handicap parking is permitted on the prop-
erty.  Thank 
you. 
 
 
Photos from the 
2016 Brunch 

Member Brunch 
Saturday, September 9 

10 am to noon 
Governor’s Mansion 

606 Mountain St 
Carson City 

RSVP by Sept 2 to 
Mary at 775-246-7215 

(Home), 775-721-
5124 (Cell) or  

jdwmlw@charter.net 
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AAUW National Convention 
June 14-17, 2017 

By Caroline Punches 

ceived an AAUW fellowship and 
is one of today’s most interna-
tionally recognized voices for 
quality education and women’s 
empowerment. 

And, what a storyteller!  We were 
then honored to hear Sonia So-
tomayor, Associate Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United 
States. She actually came down into 
the audience while answering ques-
tions and shaking hands and giving 
hugs to dinner guests! WOW! 

   The convention ended 
with us saying goodbye to 
Patricia Fae Ho and hello to 
our new President of 
AAUW Julia Brown! AAUW 
is in good hands. Our volun-
teer and professional leader-

ship are committed to the mission of AAUW. They 
realize the challenge for equity for women is real, 
but they have confidence in the AAUW member-
ship to rise to the challenge!  
   If you would like to check out some of the re-
sources which were provided at the convention, 
you can see PowerPoint presentations and handouts 
from the workshops, roundtables and daily dia-
logues by going to  
http://convention.aauw.org/2017/07/12/2017-
convention-materials/ 
   Remember the 2020 Convention will commemo-
rate the 100th Anniversary of the Women’s Right to 
Vote. It should be amazing! Will we see you there? 

Inspirational! Educational! Stimulating! Uplifting! Benefi-
cial! Enriching! These are just a few of the descriptions 
which can be applied to our experience at the 2017 
AAUW National Convention in Washington, DC.  In 
spite of travel delays, Jane Johnson, Nancy Stiles, Mary 
Castro Wilson and Caroline Punches arrived just in 
time to hear Judy Woodruff, Co-anchor and Managing 
Editor of the PBS NewsHour. What a great way to 
start!  
   The 2017 Lobby Day allowed the four of us along 
with the rest of the AAUW Nevada delegation to 
meet with Congressman Mark Amodei and briefly with 

Senator Catherine Cortez-
Masto. Meetings with staff for 
Senator Dean Heller, Congress-
woman Jacky Rosen, Congress-
woman Dina Titus and Congress-
man Ruben Kihuen also oc-

curred. We were well prepared thanks to AAUW 
Public Policy staff and Bonnie Barber, AAUW Nevada’s 
Public Policy chair who made all the Nevada appoint-
ments.  
   On Friday, we spread out to attend as many of the 
workshops and Daily Dialogues as we could, soaking 
up the ideas of national staff as well as presenters from 
AAUW branches across the U.S. We heard about the 
importance of the women’s vote from two political 
pollsters: Linda DiVail and Celinda Lake. Kimberly 
Churches, our new AAUW CEO, shared her vision 
and the value and impact of AAUW. She is very dy-
namic and definitely committed to the mission of 
AAUW.  
   The 2017 AAUW Annual Meeting and Town Hall 
revealed the results of the financial review of the costs 
associated with National Conventions.  Conventions 
which were supposed to be self-financing are not. 
With only 9% of the AAUW membership attending 
conventions, AAUW’s operating budget is picking up 
the rest of the costs.  SO…the next convention will be 
in three years (2020) to correspond with the 100th an-
niversary of the Women’s Right to Vote!   
   The convention banquet on Friday evening was 
probably the highlight of the convention featuring two 
incredible women! Dr. Tererai Trent was honored 
with the 2017 AAUW Alumnae Recognition. She re-

Courtesy of Bonnie Barber 
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AAUW/WNC Partnership 
By Caroline Punches 

President’s Message  
by Caroline Punches 

WELCOME!  Summer vacations are 
over. School has begun. Invitations for the 
AAUW Membership Brunch have been 
sent. Fall is around the corner! 
   I always enjoy the September Member-
ship Brunch. It’s a time to catch up with 
returning members and meeting new 
ones. We are pleased that the 2017 event 
will be in the Nevada Room of the Gov-

ernor’s Mansion on Saturday, September 9th at 10:00AM.  
There is lots of room – so do bring a guest or two. Just 
be sure to let Mary Wilson know. And, a special thanks 
to our Board Members who are preparing some won-
derful food for the brunch. Scones, frittatas, fruit plates 
and so much more!  
   Our board members have been very busy over the 
summer – getting plans in place for amazing programs 
and other activities.  Judy & Marty will share their ideas 
for speakers at our monthly membership meetings. Flo 
Bedrosian and Susan Kleklar have great news to share 
about the Feast of Chocolate event. Jennifer Verive and 
Peggy Wozniak will be facilitating another Work Smart 
program in October. And, of course, Fall is the prime 
time for our Pecan Sales. Carolyn Kellogg will be sharing 
plans for this major fundraiser as well.  
   You have an opportunity to sign up for interest groups 
or even start a new one. We have lots of opportunities 
for you to come, learn, socialize and participate. It is go-
ing to be a great year! Thanks to each and every one of 
you! See you on September 9th.  

Sneak Preview to Programs  
this AAUW Season 

 By Marty McGarry, Program Vice President 

Regular monthly programs start again in October with Jill 
Derby sharing her prodigious knowledge of Middle East 
History and Background, and International Education Op-
portunities.  For November, January, February and March 
we'll have:  Family Issues including pay equity, minimum 
wage, paid family leave, affordable childcare; Education 
speakers on Standards and Accountability and on STEM in 
middle school through vocational school; Campus SAVE 
(sexual assault) Act; and Health Care issue for families in 
Nevada.  Again this year, we're set to use the Ormsby 
Room at the Sheriff's Office, and (mostly) have meals pro-
vided by A Catered Affaire.  Looking forward to it! 

Reach high, for 
stars lie hidden in 
your soul.   

AAUW Capital (NV) Branch participated in the An-
nual Employee Benefit and Wellness Fair at Western 
Nevada College on Wednesday, August 23rd.  Special 
thanks to Sue Knight, Marty McGarry, Mary Wilson 
and Jennifer Verive for volunteering! Information 
about the benefits of the College/University Partner-
ship was shared with employees and staff. We shared 
information about AAUW Work Smart scheduled for 
October. AAUW Fact Sheets about STEM, Title IX, 
Women in Leadership as well as summaries of 
AAUW Research about the Gender Pay Gap, Student 
Debt and Barriers & Bias about Women in Leadership 
were also distributed.  
AAUW provided a coupon for Free Admission to the 
October Work Smart event as part of the raffle. 

Dream deep, for every dream pre-
cedes the goal. 
  Pamela Vaul Starr 
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 Public Policy  
By Nancy Stiles, Public Policy Chair 

Interest Groups 
by Diane Koditek 

Reminder: Any AAUW Capital Branch member 
may suggest a community event that she be-
lieves would be interesting to participate in. 
Please email suggestions for the coming 
month to Diane Koditek, dgk@mchsi.com.  
Suggested activities will be posted in the news-
letter in the Bulletin Board section. 

To learn more about the Interest Groups offered by the 
Capital Branch, please ask!  Current group members will be 
present at the Member Brunch on Sept. 9 and will be happy 
to answer questions. You may also sign up then for current 
groups or make suggestions for new Interest Groups. 
Gourmet Group: 
New Gourmet Group co-chairs Nancy Bailey and Iris Blais-
dell will hold a planning meeting on September 11th from 
4:30-6:00PM at Nancy's home. Members will bring appetiz-
ers and their creative ideas for the coming year's activities. 
Questions : contact Nancy at 775-461-3311. 
Great Decisions: 
The group will meet next on September 26, from 1 to 3 PM 
at Diane Koditek's home to discuss Prospects for Afghani-
stan and Pakistan. ( See Great Decisions resource book, 
chapter 7).  Please contact JoAnn Carpenter 
jac78x@gmail.com or call 775-297-3889 if you'd like more 
information about the group. 
Evening Book Group: 
The September meeting will take place on Thursday, Sep-
tember 21 at 5:30 PM at Maureen Smith's home. This is the 
annual planning session for the group, selecting books to be 
read for the coming year and enjoying a potluck meal to-
gether in the process. For additional information about the 
group, please contact Diane Koditek, dgk@mchsi.com or 
call 661-304-8743. 
Daytime Book Group: 
Members are reading Edge of Eternity, book three of Ken 
Follett's Century Trilogy and will discuss the book on Sep-
tember 15. For meeting details or other questions about 
the group,  please contact JoAnn Carpenter, 
jac78x@gmail.com or call 775-297-3889. 
Informal Luncheon: 
Come join in for good food and conversation, and if you 
are a newer member, an opportunity to get better ac-
quainted with other members!  We will dine at Francisco's, 
1588 US Highway 395 N., Minden on September 20th at 
11:30. Please RSVP to Diane Koditek by Sept. 11, 
dgk@mchsi.com or call 661-304-8743. 
 
 
 

The 2017 Legislature Session provided AAUW branch 
members the opportunity to advocate for women’s is-
sues with phone calls, text messages, emails, letters to 
the editor, attendance at hearings, and testifying, and it 
did make a difference.  Pay equity advanced with legisla-
tion to allow sharing knowledge of salaries, domestic 
worker rights were expanded, and the voucher system 
was held back.  A report on 2017 legislation outcome as 
it pertains to women can be found on Nevada Women’s 
Lobby website, nevadawomenslobby.org.  Many would 
agree that a big win for Nevada was saying yes to the 
ERA.  Accolades have come in from all over the US in 
magazine articles, newspaper articles, and congratulatory 
statements.   
   The branch members who attended the National Con-
vention in Washington continued our advocacy on the 
hill with our US representatives as they addressed stu-
dent debt and Title IX protections.  
   Now in 2018, we will continue our advocacy in a dif-
ferent venue. We can continue our advocacy for 
women’s issues on a national level, most especially 
through AAUW’s Two Minute Advocacy, but also with 
our phone calls, text messages, and emails.  In addition, 
we will be viewing the candidates for 2018 elections to 
find out where they stand on issues of importance to 
AAUW.  It is our intent to partner with the League of 
Women Voters to put on Candidate Forums, and with 
Nevada’s Coalition for Women’s Equity to survey our 
constitutional candidates for office to find out where 
they stand on AAUW’s issues as given in our Public Pol-
icy.  The coalition has agreed to continue focusing on 
seven areas of women’s equity, namely: pay equity, paid 
leave, minimum wage increase, affordable family planning, 
domestic worker’s rights, affordable childcare, and en-
forcement of Title IX.   They will again do a survey, and 
make that survey available to our branch.  The 2018 
state elections will include:  Governor, Lt. Governor, 
Attorney General, Secretary of State, Treasurer, Comp-
troller, US Senate, US House, and Congressional Dis-
tricts 1,2,3,4 representatives.  As many of these have 
influence over women’s issues, we will follow these elec-
tions with great interest.  It is important to note here 
that AAUW will not endorse any candidate.  We remain 
true to our non-partisanship with elections and with leg-
islation.  We will, however, advocate for women and 
girls as that is an important part of our mission. 
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President — Caroline Punches 246-1850 
Membership VP — Mary Wilson  
 246-7215 or 775-721-5124 
Program Co-Vice Presidents: 
  — Marty McGarry 775-690-3913 
  — Judy Welch 775-721-1731 
Secretary, Co-Recording —  
 JoAnn Carpenter 775-297-3889 
 Lynne Ballatore 775-246-3870 
Secretary, Corresponding — Shirley Williams 
 775-386-8787 
Treasurer — Barbara LeBlanc  
 775-781-4956 
Newsletter & Website — Lin Nary 
 775-230-9676 

Your 2017-2018 Board 

  September 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2  deadline to 
RSVP for 
Brunch  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9  Member 
Brunch  10 
AM 

10 11  Gourmet 
Group 4:30-6 

12 13 14 15  Book 
Group  2-4 

16 

17 18 19 20   Informal 
Luncheon  
11:30   

21  Book 
Group  5:30 

22 23 

24 25 26  Great 
Decisions 1-3 

27 28 29 30 

“Reach Out”….  
A Pilot Program in development 

 
Would you like to be a Link/Friend from our AAUW 
Capital Branch to a 2017-18 Scholarship recipient?   
Please read the profiles on the 2017-18 scholarship 
recipients from our Capital Branch in this Capital 
News.  If you signed the interest sheet at the last 
meeting, or didn’t and are interested, opportunity 
awaits you!  Contact Mary Piper for further informa-
t i o n ,  p h o n e  ( 7 7 5 )  2 4 6 - 5 4 3 5  o r 
mpiper36@gmail.com . 
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